44            LINCOLN AND THE UNION
at last gave its support to a resolution that all laws,
state or federal, prohibiting the African slave trade
ought to be repealed. That great body of North-
ern capital which had dealings with the South was
ready, as it always had been, to finance any scheme
that Southern business desired. Shivers were
fitted out in New York, and the city authorities
did not prevent their sailing. Against this som-
ber background stands forth that much admired
action of Lewis Cass of Michigan, .Buchanan's
Secretary of State. Already the slave trade was in
process of revival, and the British Navy, impelled
by the power!ul anti-slavery sentiment in England,
was active in its suppression. American ships sus-
pected of being slavers were visited and searched.
Cass seized his opportunity, and declaring that
such things "could not be submitted to by an
independent nation without dishonor/' sent out
American warships to prevent this Interference.
Thereupon the British government consented to
give up trying to police the ocean against shivers.
It is indeed true, therefore, that neither North nor
South has an historical monopoly of the support of
slavery!
It is but fair to add that, so far as the movement
to reopen the slave trade found favor outside the